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THE SPRINKLING OF THE NATIONS 

AN INTERPRETATION AND A PARALLEL 



REV. JOHN M. WADDELL 
Bellevue Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 



Prophecy, so far as it deals with 
principles, is perennially true and vital. 
Not infrequently it finds specific ful- 
filment in the facts and circumstances 
of widely separated generations. 

Thus the prophet Isaiah, in the 
familiar passage of the "Suffering Serv- 
ant" (52 : 13 — 53 : 12 — the passage which 
has been so beautifully called "the 
golden passional of inspired poetry"), 
plainly had in mind, and clearly enun- 
ciated, the great vital principle of vicari- 
ous suffering — the blessing of the many 
through the suffering of the One. 

And doubtless the "One" whom 
Isaiah had in mind, Jehovah's "Suffer- 
ing Servant," of the marred visage and 
the uncomely form, despised and re- 
jected, was a composite "One," sym- 
bolizing the Jewish people as a whole, 
scattered, suffering, exiled among strange 
peoples, and yet, by that very fact, 
"sprinkling the nations" with the saving 
knowledge of the true God. 

The prophet in his vision, it will be 
remembered, saw his people led away 
captive, Israel's very nationality marred 
almost beyond recognition — "his visage 
so marred, more than any man, and his 
form more than the sons of men"; and 
yet he also saw this very suffering and 
humiliation of his beloved people work- 
ing out in the wider blessing of the world 
at large, old Babylon herself catching 
something of the knowledge of the true 
God from the captive people. And as 



a matter of fact, not only in the Jewish 
captivity in Babylon, but in the later 
dispersion of the race throughout the 
world, the great nations were sprinkled 
with the knowledge of God, and the way 
was definitely prepared for the coming 
Messiah. Such, doubtless, was the 
prophet's own vision. 

But as the centuries passed, and 
Jewish history developed, and the Mes- 
siah came, there was seen to be such a 
parallel to all this in his own suffering 
and rejection, and the resulting world- 
benefit, that he came to be recognized 
as the " Suffering Servant " of the marred 
visage, through whose sufferings the 
nations were to be sprinkled with saving 
truth and power; and this passage of the 
prophet has become the classic expression 
of the vicarious atonement. 

And reasonably so; for his visage was 
marred, not merely by the thorn-crown 
pressed down upon his unresisting fore- 
head, not merely by the spear-thrust 
and the driven spikes — the physical 
marring of the Christ-visage was the 
very least part of his suffering — but all 
his humiliation, all his hardship, all his 
self-abnegation, all his Gethsemanes 
contributed to the full cup of his suffer- 
ing, that he might sprinkle the nations 
with the hope of salvation. And in the 
ingathering of the nations to him, 
through all these Christian centuries, 
there is to be seen the constant witness 
of the power of vicarious suffering — the 
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literal " sprinkling of the world's nations" 
through the marring of the world's 
Savior. 

So much for the prophecy, and its 
specific fulfilment in Christ. 

And now, again in these latter days, 
in this twentieth century after the 
specific marring of the Christ visage, 
history seems to be repeating itself in 
all the essentials of this prophetic pas- 
sage. Suffering, not of the One but 
of the many, and yet vicarious suffering, 
is again being used, in the great plan 
of God, for the "sprinkling of the 
nations." 

Without attempting to justify the 
stupendous tragedy of the European 
War (any more than Calvary, as man's 
deed, was justified, for both sprang 
from the culmination of human hate 
and selfishness), and certainly without 
crowning with a halo, or assuming to nail 
to the cross of hate, Belgium or Poland 
or Serbia or even bleeding Armenia, 
but thinking rather of the whole vast 
panorama of suffering peoples — this 
marring of the many — can we neverthe- 
less say that through all this vicarious 
suffering the great hand of God is not 
again "sprinkling the nations"? 

When on that midsummer morning 
two years ago we wakened with a shud- 
der to the realization that war was 
actually on among the great nations of 
the world, the instinctive thought of 
every Christian heart was that the Christ 
was again being wounded in the very 
house of his friends — his visage again 
marred. 

Not merely in the awful inhumanity 
of it all; not merely in the suffering of 
the soldiers in trench and field, in moun- 
tain and morass, in sea and air, in liquid 



fire and withering gas; not merely in 
the desolation of countless happy homes, 
the suffering of the aged and the help- 
less and the little children — all this, 
of course, the Christian consciousness 
shared with humanitarians the world 
over — but over and above all the pathos 
of it, and the horror of it, there was this 
outstanding, benumbing realization that 
the Christ was being marred. If the 
great Christian nations were Christian 
only in name, if the fabric of a Christian 
civilization, twenty centuries in the 
weaving, was to be rent in a night, like 
the temple veil, was not something, 
somewhere, tremendously wrong ? And 
there were not wanting, it will be remem- 
bered, multitudes to shout it from the 
housetops that Christianity was a 
colossal failure. 

Oh, yes, the Christ-visage was 
marred in that year 1914; and it is being 
marred today, "more than any man." 
But what of the "sprinkling of the 
nations"? 

Is it merely coincidence, can we think, 
that from all quarters of the globe today, 
from all the great mission lands, reports 
are coming of teeming thousands crowd- 
ing to the standards of the Christ, the 
old "ensign of the people"? 

Why, Paul himself never had a story 
to bring back to the Jerusalem Council 
more wonderful, more thrilling, than the 
stories brought back this year by the 
missionaries to their various church 
bodies: stories of nations literally 
"crowding to be born." 

In a recent number of the American 
Review of Reviews there was a thought- 
ful article under the caption, "The 
World's New Turning to Christ." It 
was written, not from the standpoint 
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of the religionist at all, but of the keen 
observer of world-conditions, and was 
based on reports from the mission fields, 
as given at Saratoga, Atlantic City, and 
elsewhere. 

It showed that in Korea alone there 
is a Pentecost every week — an average 
of 3,000 converts each week for a year. 
In China, 7,000 of her most influential 
men — scholars, officials, leaders — have 
openly accepted Christ, and are enrolled 
in classes for Bible-study. 

In Japan, a great wave of evangelism 
is sweeping over that hitherto unemo- 
tional people, and all the Protestant 
Christian forces are united to make the 
most of the opportunity. 

In India, there is a waiting-list of 
150,000 applicants for baptism, waiting 
because there are not schools enough 
and churches enough to accommodate 
them, nor enough missionaries to train 
them; and this waiting-list is growing 
more rapidly than the agencies for taking 
care of it. The missionary force in 
India finds itself completely over- 
whelmed; whole villages and countries 
are turning, en masse, to Christianity. 
Recently 200 mayors, or head-men, of 
as many villages voted in conference 
to use all their influence to make their 
entire communities Christian. 

From at least three different countries 
come stories of churches, with seating 
capacity of 1,000, finding it necessary 
to hold three successive services on the 
Sabbath, no one worshiper being allowed 
to attend more than one of them. 

Africa, South America, and even 
pitiful Mexico, each sends her thrilling 
story, while in war-stricken Europe there 
is everywhere a new emphasis on religious 
faith and hope. There is a renaissance 



of prayer: soldiers praying on the eve 
of battle, thousands of testaments being 
thumbmarked in the trenches. Re- 
vivals are on in portions of France and 
in Bulgaria. 

Is it merely coincidence, we may 
thoughtfully ask — just a colossal coin- 
cidence with the world-war and its pitiful 
marring of the Christ- visage ? Just 
coincidence? Or is the divine "so" of 
the prophet still vital? "So, shall he 
sprinkle many nations." 

Some elements of coincidence there 
may possibly be, doubtless are; but on 
the whole is it not more consonant with 
both reason and faith to conclude that 
the great war is having a sobering effect 
upon the world; that a subtle influence 
from it is turning men's minds toward 
God and eternity ? 

In some instances the relation be- 
tween the war and this widespread 
spiritual awakening may be very defi- 
nitely traced. Take the case of China. 
The world-war is giving to poor old 
China the opportunity to work out her 
own birth-struggle without outside inter- 
ference, an opportunity such as, hu- 
manly speaking and politically speaking 
(as everyone knows who has given any 
intelligent thought to the eastern ques- 
tion), she never could otherwise have had. 
And as a result there is a marvelous 
transformation going on in China. In 
spite of her frequent political revolutions 
— by means of them, possibly, in the last 
analysis — she is experiencing a real revo- 
lution. And fundamental in her trans- 
formation is the moral and religious 
change that is going on. 

Descending for a moment to particu- 
lars, China has just succeeded in abolish- 
ing the institutional pawnshop, a thing 
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that has been a moral and economic 
octopus, oppressing her unhappy people; 
and many properties, strategically 
located in her great cities, thus being 
vacated, are being secured as propagat- 
ing centers of the Christian faith. 

The relation of all this to the war ? It 
is very clear and direct; in fact it is a 
double relation. Not only does the war, 
the preoccupation of the western nations, 
give China the opportunity to solve her 
own problems in peace, but here in 
America vast sums of money are being 
made in the traffic in munitions, and 
trade in many lines is stimulated by the 
war conditions. These facts are being 
urged by the leaders of various churches 
as the basis of an active campaign to 
raise, this year, extra millions of dollars, 
a part of which at least will be used for 
the purchase of those desired properties 
in Chinese cities. 

This is just one direct line of cause 
and effect, connecting the great war 
and the progress of the Kingdom. 
Many more might be traced; but the 
chief factor, doubtless, in the world-wide 
sprinkling of the nations today, is the 
subtle influence of the world's suffering 



and futility, turning men's hearts long- 
ingly to the really permanent and divine: 
the age-old influence of a vicarious suf- 
fering. 

And now when all is said, what does 
it amount to? Not that the war is 
justified. Here is no belated conten- 
tion for the worn-out plea that ends 
justify means. But it does amount to 
this, namely, the strengthening of our 
own conviction that in spite of the 
awful ravages of men's hate, in spite of 
wars and rumors of wars, Christ's great 
Kingdom is still coming on — and coming 
by the same power of vicarious suffering; 
that the same Jehovah-God, who 
sprinkled the nations with saving truth 
through the suffering and dispersion of 
his Servant, Israel, the same Father-God, 
who gave his only begotten Son, that by 
his marred visage he might sprinkle the 
nations anew, this God, our God, is still 
God, and is able, out of the turmoil and 
the hating, out of the chaos and the 
suffering, to bring righteousness and 
peace, sprinkling new-born nations with 
the saving power of his truth. And 
the day of the pessimist has not yet 
dawned! 



